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Lesson 1: What is Truth?
	Class:


	Worldviews in class:
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	Additional info:



	No. of pupils:  

	Names of SEN pupils:
	Names of EAL pupils:

	Names of G&T/Able: 


	Overview:
The first lesson introduces students to the question “What is truth?”.  The lesson offers students an opportunity to:

1. Analyse their own worldview so as to
· Become more aware of their own beliefs about truth and reality

· Identify where these beliefs came from

· Become aware of the diversity in beliefs about the nature of truth within the class and throughout the world.
2. Understand the significance of the question “what is truth” from the point of view of the major religions and from the perspective of what Jesus taught.  Understand that if any religion is teaching THE TRUTH…the eternal destiny of our souls will be either affected or determined by our accepting or rejecting THAT TRUTH.


	Key Vocabulary:

Worldview - A collection of beliefs about reality and truth that each individual has that affects the way they view the world. 

Truth claim – A claim of a worldview about what is true.  Eg. “Jesus is God”



	Aims and Objectives (Pupil Speak):
· Become aware of your own beliefs about truth and reality
· Understand why the pursuit of truth is important



	Assessment

	Demonstration
	Practical outcome/
	Skill assessment

	External test
	Presentation
	Task observation/  

	Group presentation
	Question and answer/
	Internal test

	Peer assessment
	Self assessment
	Written assignment


	
	Teaching and Learning Activities
	
	

	Starter/ Intro
	Students arrive and start the starter activity.  For this activity students have to match key words with their meaning and an associated image.

Remind students of class rules (Behaviour focus: Listening … Raising hands to speak…remaining in seat and on task)

Go over starter answers

Watch video introduction to Truthology and show students an overview of the 5 lessons.  Explain the lunch time club.
	5 mins

2 mins

3 mins

2 mins


	12 mins

	Activity 1


	Introduce the question “What is Truth” and brainstorm student’s opinions.
Explain that the movie the Matrix deals with the question of what is truth.  Watch section of the Matrix where Neyo is offered the blue and red pill.
Check students understanding of this section of the movie highlighting that:

· Neyo’s reality was an illusion created by computers

· The truth was his body was in a pod created by the computers

Students are shown 2 questions on the board: “How do you know you are not in the matrix right now?”, “How would you live your life differently if you found out you were really in the matrix?”.  They are given 30 seconds to think about the questions.  They are given 1 minute to discuss with their partner and then thoughts are shared with the class.  Draw out:

· We could search to find out if there was any record of people believing they really were in the matrix

· Our beliefs about what is true affects our actions and our purpose
	4 mins
10 mins

3 mins

7 mins
	24 mins

	Activity 2


	Return to lesson objectives to show where we are in the lesson

Students given Truth Claims cards.  

· Students sort the red cards from the other cards.

· Student A divides up the cards into what they believe are TRUE and FALSE

· Student B questions student A to discover where each belief comes from and separates the cards into different piles.  Eg.  From parents, from television, from pastor, from teachers. If finished…consider questions on the board.
Use traffic light cards to go through students beliefs about each truth claim.
Draw out what we can learn from this activity about truth and reality:

· Our beliefs are very effected by our upbringing/school/media etc.

· We can’t all be right

· If eternal life does exist then the eternity of our souls could be effected by our beliefs about truth
	1 min

7 mins

7 mins
	15 mins

	Activity 3


	Explain Jesus’ views on truth including:

· His entire reason for coming into the world was that we would know the truth

· There is only one truth and every truth claim that contradicts that truth is a lie
	5 mins
	5 mins

	Plenary/
Recap


	Go back over lesson objectives and check for achievement using flash cards
Explain that next lesson we will be looking at what is the truth about what is right and wrong.  Remind students of lunch club.
	4 mins
	4 mins


Contingency: 

· If running out of time…shorten feedback time after card sort activity
· If lesson is going faster than planned…spend extra time at the end on drawing out opinions about Jesus’ message.  
· Explain C.S. Lewis’ view that he was either a liar, lunatic or God.

· Explain Jesus’ overall message of what the Truth really is about humanity and their need for salvation.
Differentiation Method: 

	BY CONTENT
	BY  PROGRESSION ROUTES
	BY STARTING POINT 

	BY OUTCOMES/ RESPONSE to questioning 
	BY SUPPORT GIVEN/  Extra support will especially be given to EAL and SEN students identified on lesson plan
	BY TASK/ ACTIVITY through pair work

	BY PACE SET /
	BY  differentiated RESOURCE/
	BY HOMEWORK








